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This page is not an editorial one; in fact, there is to be
no editorial page in GOSSIP. Call these * Observations,”
“ Musings,” * Refleetions,” or what you will, but never * Edi-
torials.” A distinguished politicinn and orstor ssserts that
the great American public does not rend editorinls; and as he
is & man of immense shrewdness and n keen olwerver, we shall
accept his assartion as positive truth. Besides, in o journal
like GOSSIP, whose purpose is to amuse, although instruet, the
dignified, and sometimes pompous, editorial is out of plaee. In
its position in the political organ, or other journals devoted to
purposes which admit of its use, it is all well enough. DBut we
have no polities beyond humor and entertainment; nor sre we
here to dictate, scold, or moralize. That side of life which is
brightest, which is freest from the snd shadows that fall aslant
humasnity’s path, s ours, and we shall adbere strictly to it
Humor and wit are the two cheery spirits that compose the in-
gredients of GOSSIP'S metaphorical puneh—a delicious, mirth
inspiring beverage that warms the blood, although void of
those disastrous results which sometimes attend too deep a
draught of other and materinl concoctions.

It is customary for a new journal or magnzine to devote
considernble space in the premicr issue to the offering of
ny ond excuses for its advent in the literary world,
We e none to offer, por any moagnanimous ohject of fill
ing a mighty gap, generally sald to exist where all new ven-
tures are concerned. We simply state that our mission is
Inudable, and one that should meet with encouragement and
commendation from all whose pleasure it is to see this busy,
toilsome life of ours brizhtened. That s what we propose
to do. DBrighten and render life more enjoyable by intro-
ducing week after week a sovereign polish composed of n mix-
ture of humor snd wit. The medium through which this
polish is to be distributed ix GOSSIP, at all times to be found
bright and sparkling, with a total deficiency in all that smacks
of vulgarity or coarseness. * Cleanliness”™ and * every Satur-
day morning,” are our watch words,

The name GOSSIP has been questioned by some few who
doubted its harmonious connection with good morals. Let
us see: Our goood friend Webster, the gentleman who wrote
a dictionary, gives four distinet definitions of the word
“GOSSIP.” . Two of these are obsolete, and two are modern ;

but one of the obsolete is now revived and given to moderil
English. The old meaning of the word is & meaning that was
in our minds when naming this paper: “ A friend or com-
rade; a companion; s familisr or customary acquaintance.”
That is the sort of GOSSIP this paper will be; doing by you
#s o dear familisr does in relieving the tedium of your toil
with kindly jest or merry tale,

GOSSIP is going to be to you and your neighbor what
you are to them, a faithful friend, to tell the news, to leep
you In good humor, to make you laugh, to show you where
there are good plays to be seen, or good books to be read;
to tell you what snd when to buy, and to provide an ever-ready
fund of amusement, prosaic and poetie and pictorial.

8o muel for our introduction.

A FISH STORY FROM ALABAMA.
Special Correspondent to GOSSIP.

Col. Robert L. Simmons who resides in the village of
Beulah, in the north-eastern part of Alabmna, has recently
had w curious, not to say unheard of exparience. Col. Simmons
owns u large form, mostly unbroken forest, about four miles
from Beulah, through which flows a small stream known as
Dusky Beaneh, emptying into a teibutary of the Chatahoochee.
Many yenrs ago an extensive pond was formed by a dam across
the branch, furnishing water power for an old-fashioned saw
mill,  As late as 1860 this mill supplied all the lumber in use
for many miles around, but during the war it was allowed to
%o to ruin, snd bas never sinee been repaired. The pond has
remained a favorite fishing ground for the farmer's boys in the
vicinity. An air of mystery had become attached to the plaece,
however, from the fact that the body of any animal which fell
or was thrown into the water was never known to resppear
after once sinking. Nobody seems to know exactly when or
how this peculisrity was discovered ; but bodies of sheep and
horses which had died s natural desth were frequently dis-
posaxl of by dumping them into the pond, and they were never
known to give any trouble afterwards. Genemlly under similar
circumstances such bodies, inflated with the gases of decom-
position, will rise to the surfuce within a few days, and in a
pond Jike this will make themselves infinitely disagreeable.

A couple of weeks ago Col. Sim was inspecting the
timber on a padt of the farm, not far from the pond, with a
view of selling some of it.  He was accompanied by a favorite
dog, and unexpectedly started a deer, which at once set off
at full speed pursued by the dog. The Colonel had no gun, so
he ran as fast as possible after the fHying animak. The deer
misde for the pond and took to the water without hesitation.
The dog only a few yards behind followed suit promptly. Near
the middle of the pond, which at that point s about an eighth
of & mile in width, the Colonel was surprised to see the deer
suddenly cense its swimming and after a viclent struggle
sink beneath the surfaee. The dog, which was elose behind,
turned and began to swig frantically towards its master, but
it, too, swldenly sank. -

The Colonel was mueh chagrined at the loss of his dogz,
and at the same time intensely curious ns to the cause, He
determined to javestigate the matter by draining the dam.
The natuenl opifion of himself and neighbors was that there
wns some Jarge animal or fish in the pond. As to the par-
ticnlar monster guesses were made and suggestions offered
thut it wos cither a sen serpent or an immense alligntor ov
turtle. The alligntor theory had the most adherents, thowth
no one could be found who had ever seen anything like an
alligntor in any part of the pond or branch.
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hanm.gnm, daylight the dam was
cut in the presence of the inhabitants of the village and sur-
rounding country. A pet of stout rope was placed seross the
opening, to cateh and hold anything Jess than a full sized sea
serpent. The eut was made small at first ; but gradually en-
langed as the water lowered In & few hours the bottom
amudinth‘nmmmmtqnwn what was
once the pond had become a vast expunse of black mud with
pools of water here and there, while through the centre mean-
dered the uncient bed of the branch. Watehmen had been
stationed at short intervals sround the entire extent of the
share before the first cut was made in the dam in order to
dutect any signs of the submarine wonder; but nothing was
seen.  About | pm., every drop of water, except in the pools
mentioned and in the bed of the stream had escaped, when
# sudden commotion was observed in one of the former near the
middle of the muddy plain, and a large number of men and
boys st once started for the spot, though obliged to wade knee
deep in mud snd water. All st once some one eried out
“ snikes,” and the party halted at the sight of what appeared
to be & number of enormous serpents coming in all dircctions
from the pool. The more timid of the speetators fled to the
nenrest shors, but others whe were armed with axes and rifies
cautiously approached the pool. Young Charles Muse Intyre,
son wnd partner of Judge Mae Intyre of Beulah, wus in the van,
currying » Winchester rifie. Suddenly he stopped and called
for & rope. One was quickly brought and a running noose
mude at one end.  The serpents were still wriggling and squirm-
ing at the edge of the pool, but did not seem to wish to come
entirely out.  Muae Intyre npproached in mther a gingerly mun-
ner, wnd when within a few yards of the brink, by & dexter-
ous throw suceeeded in placing the poose around the body of
one of the serpents quite close to the water's edge. A quick
pull tightened it, and then the envire erowd seized the end and
run towards the baunk. The rope was long and thers was
room for plenty of hands; but it was not till fully » hundred
men and bdys were exerting all their power that the serpent
wits stirred from its position, such was its immense strength.
After o bard tug for five minutes, however, its hold was broken,
and to the infinite astonishment of the speetators out ecame an
enonnous octopus or squid of the exact species that hos fre-
guently been seen and sometimes captared on the Banks of
Newfoundland and ln other parts of the ocenn. It was
dragged to the bank in spite bf its resistance, and the ropo
was taken around a tree. When securely fastened it was
soon killed with a few rifle shots. A céureful measurement
showed its longest arms to be twenty-two feet five inches in
Jength. It is supposed that the animal must have ascended
the Chatahoochee river from the gul and made its way into
the cool depth of Dusky Branch when quite small, and the
building of the dam below its lair had prevented its return.
It has been supposed heretofore that the octopus inhabited
salt water only, but like some other fish, notably the shad
und sahuon, it seems also to thrive in fresh.

When the pool which it had inhabited was bailed out,
several cartlonds of bones were found, among them parts of
three human skeletons, one that of an adult, and the other
two evidently of children from twelve to fourteen years old.
Who they wore and how they met their fate will always be a
mystery.

Col, Simmons has sent the body of the animal to the
Naturnl History Department of the State University of Mont-
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up the Avende, * and one that goes to show that too much dmw
poker is a bad thing indeed. That young man is the only son
of a wealthy widow, who fairly worships him, and who, up to
within three months ago, granted him everything in the way
of money and other Juxuries that he could demand ; and he ecer
fainly eould demand them about as rapidly as any one | ever
knew. Having every posible wish granted and unlimited cash
at his ecall, this eallow youth conceived a great and glowing
fondness for the fuscinating game, and devoted the grest bulk
of his Jeisure in wooing the fickle goddess by such addresses s
‘draw,’ ‘raise,’ ‘eall,” and other technieal terms of the sedustive
game.  He didn’t know much ahout it, and sceordingly proved
# harvest for many n member of the sporting fraternity : for he
was given to the frequenting of guming elubs and other resorts
where poker is played by experienced if not ‘professional’ play-
ers.  As he invariably lost, his demands upon his mother's ple-
thorio purse grew in frequency nnd size: but she, good lady,
not suspecting that her boy was night after night loxing these
sums to vile, bl men in gambling rooms, stood it for consider-
able time.  But st lnst these demands grew so that she natie-
ally beeame anxions as to what uses her only boy was putting
them.  She immediately set about making the discovery. This
was not difficult, and with much pain she learned of his infat-
tuaficn for gnming.

“ Bubduing her emotion she sent for the poker devotee one
day and ealmly informed him that she was conversant with lis
mode of life, and that she had resolved he must ehange it.
Quite a seene took place, The young man dechired that it was
impossible for him to give up his pastime, and that he would
not try,

* 'Oh, yes: yon will,' returned his mother firmly. But I
cannot,’ said her son. ‘T will see that you de,” said the mother,
und left her hopeful to his own savage musings. She sent for
several of her boy's friends, and asking them to sssist in her
«fforts for his reclimation, forbade them lending him money,
amd even indueed three or four of them to hunt out the gmm-
blers with whom her son usnually played and enution them
agninst advancing him loans, as be did nothing and she would
pewitively eefuse to pay his debis,

“The next time the hoy came to her for money she kindly
told him, but in & manner that left no doubt in his mind of the
strength of her purpose, that she would give him no money, bt
that he should have eversthing and anyvthing else he wanted.
Her son implored, but she remained firm ; so that is why to-dsy
sou will find him without a cent in his clothes. His mother
has armnged with tailors, haberdashers, and others whose bhusi-
ness it is to elothe man's body, by which everything he wunts
in their respective lines is to be given him. He has earte
blanche at the florists, restaurnts, bars, livery stables, and
elsewhere ; in fact, e hos everything that man could desire ex-
cept money, but the lnek of that has made life a misery to him,
and he is apt to look upon himself as the most unfortunate of
all God's ercatures.  Rather queer story, eh? Well; but it's
true”

OBSERVATIONS.

Owing to the occurrenee of certain events subsequent to
the projection of GOSSIP, Mr. . A. Lyon, who was primarily
engaged to fill the position of editor, has decided to resign, ul-
though he still remains a staunch friend apd partisan of GOS-
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A POET'S REVENGE

PoeT's WirE I ke

Poet Bring Aim in and

MATERNAL CONSENT AT THE BUTCHER'S
NCLE SAM: Will you marry US? USTOMER : Is this meat dear?
Miss CANADA :

You will have to ask Mamma. BUTCHER: Nein.

Id vas sheep.
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CUPID'S OBJECT LESSON

NCE Cupid on a perfumed bed
( Of roses lay, while o'er his head
The shady branches waved and kept
The young god cool. As thus he slept
A poisonous bug, whose gaudy wing
Distracted notice from his sting,
l'pun his ruddy cheek alit,
And pausing there, the infant bit
The instant Cupid felt the pang,
Awaking, to his feet he sprang,
Burning alike with rage and pain
The insect he at once had slain,
Baut like a naughty clever thing
It vanished as he felt it sting.
Sobbing aloud, away he fled
From this, though sweet disastrous bed
Nor paused 'till to her soothing breast
The wounded cheek his mother pressed
And thus she spoke—"* If you. my child
*‘ Beneath a rose by sleep beguiled
*Found that a tiny bug possessed
*“The power to thus destroy thy rest,
** Think of the torment of a hearnt
** When smijtten by thy fatal dart
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A THRIFTY STEWARD

E—\HTE_‘«’.\‘ \ visiting the Reverend Mr. Harps, of
the Bioomopotis, Oklahoma, charge}: | bebeld a most
shocking exampie of irreverence this afternooo—nothing less,
Brothér Harps. than a group of men gambling in the shade,
back of the church

Rev, Harps: Did. eh?

EASTERN DiviNe Yes: and that was not the worst of it.
One impious wretch, who seemed ta be winning ali the time

would ¢ jaculate {erventiy, everytime he woo. ~ Prase the Lord !

and the other o=t souls would cry © Amee
REV. HARPS Don't be shocked, Brother. The winner was
doubtiess Texas ]Jim, the converted gambler. The brethren

have been s« latory aboot

ng my saiary ‘till we

appointed Brother Texas steward Now, whenever the account

ave seen. [t

runs bebind, he collects it in the manner vyt

tie 1un 1o0r th

M

gives the what they r money

Texas with a bit of recreation, and never fails

to give sansfaction all around. Our Western methods may

seem a trifle p ar to your nservative mind, Brother, but

they get there ali the same

"G you t arry bnicks up that ladder

yu and you've only done 1ta hall a

yu spent coming down the ladder

day to-day. The other haif 4

Oi 'l thry to be dom’ betther tomorry, sore

Barser : /.

CusTOMER (0/d snilemtan First rat Ihan't ust tell yowu
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THE EVIL AND ITS REMEDY.
(AN EXTRAVAGANZA.)

IS Royal Royalty, Assieal, Chief Possessor of the Ter-
restrial Sphere, King of Kings, and of Noodledom, wnsn't
huppy. He figeted and twisted about in the great golden
throne ; drommed with peevish vigor on its beautiful velvet
wrms ; crossed his Jong, gnuet limbs, and rocked his red moroeco
shipper to and fro, to and f{ro, upon the tips of his five toes
Drawing thick, bushy brows together, he scowled savagely
ubout kim, much to the dismay of the surrounding obsequious
courtiers, who trembled in their eourt shoes uv this display of
regnl wrath,

In an attitade of supplication, and with humble mien, the
I'rime Minister stood before him, resding in hushed, monoto-
nous tones from a roll of parehment, clutehed with a nervous
wrasp in his withered old hands It was what he resd that
enused his majesty to fume and fret so.  On this roll of parch-
ment was written the dire intelligence that the glorioss and
mighty nation over whieh he swayed the royal seeptre wis in
# desperate stote of famine, the population being by ot least o
third too great to find subsistenee in the limited produce the
narrow ares of that eountry afforded.

A former prinee had made n law 1o the effect that any one
found guilty of importing nrticles of necessity into the king-
dem would he subjeet to u heavy fine, and imprisonment for st
Jew t 99 yeors: and though the Noodledominns were very fond
of going to law with one another, still they never violuted in-
ternutional laws  Indeed they had nmple opportunity for the
exercise of this delight, as there were no fewer than 95, 244 237
Jnws by which that Kingdom: was governed, and sn average of
one lawyer to every ten laws.  And again, the people of Noo-
dledom were people, who, mther than think or act for them-
selves in matters eoncerning their own welfure and advanee-
ment, employed a body of clever folks, most of whom were Liw-
yers, und who met in n sort of parliament, and were known ns
the Associated Assembly of Iden Promulgators, to do it for
them.

This body of Idea Promuolgators hus agreed among them-
selves that the law just mentioned was just and wise; so, of
eourse, the Noodledomians thought so, too—and starved accord-
ingly.

But at List the Associuted Assembly of Idea Promulgntors
detytmined to draw up and present a petition for relief to his
most gracious majesty, Assical; for truth to say, they them-
sclves were fust becoming the prey of the famine

Acconlingly this perition was presented, deawn up with all
the highly impressive dignity and olseurity that legul verhos.
ity and phuaseology renders peciuliar to documents of this de
seription,

* Whereas, by these presents be it known,® read the Prime
Min‘ster, to whom, as customury in all polite courts, the remd-
ing of the petition fell. Buat Le got no farther. For the King,
unable to further restrain his displeasnre, hrought his gzilded
secptre down with a dull, sickening hang upon an arm of the
throne, esusing the dust to rise in a eloud, and the Chief Iden
P'romulgator, who was napping in a secladed eorner, 1o awake
with a start, and to nervously finger his head to assure himself
that it was still with him. Then his majesty unfarled his
lengthy limbs and elimbed down from his exalted position,
making use of an aw ful expletive which had the effect of pro-
dueing 1 momentar ague umong the surrounding court: for
the king seldom re: srted to suvage languuge, and when Le did
it meant trouble for some one.

“ H—h—h—hang it!!!* stormed the monarch, glowering at
the poor old Minister, whe in unison with the court sank to his
knees, * Hang it!!! Why don't you express yourself in the
kngusge of your country instend of that vile gibberish? Is
not our dignity and intelligence of suflicient greatness to be
nddressed in the language whieh by our royal will is become
that of the kingdom ? ANSWER ME, MINION!!”

* Sire,” returned the fear stricken Minister, “ I do but ad-
dress vour most Sublime Majesty in those terms wherein this
deeument js eouchied.  These be legnl terms, and ure not of thy
humblest servant’s writing: and [ do beseech—"

But the king with an impatient gesture bude him still his
gabbling tonzue, and clambered back nmin te his shiny throne.

* Now.,” said he, when once more seated and allowing most
of the severity which marked hiy_countenance to disappenr,
much to the relief of the court, who staggered to its feet again.
“ Now let our imperial self hear the gist of this ill written doo-
ument from thy pratine liog and in thy simplest words LE-
AL TERMS BE HANGED!!! Proceed!"

“ My liege,” bLegun the Prime Minister, kicking the unfor
tunate petition across the room. * our worthy Assochited A=
sembly of Iden Promulgatois do humbly addres and beseech
yo r Sublime Sublimity econeerning the prevailing state of
starvat'on now extant throughout the kingdom, and pmy that
a menns of relief be granted them. It is impossible for our
gient, nation to sub-ist upon the insufficient produce of the
country. Indeed, Sire, there is but emough to support two-
thirds of the present popolation.”

“Got up n war,” retorted the expedient monarch, * and
il off the superfluous population.®

“ Siie, there are no nations who would seek or enter into
un war sgninst one so powerful as ours.”

“ Cannot some epidemie disense be set on foot by the
Heanlth Department malignant enough to e¢ifect the desired re-
suls ?

* Your majesty, I am grieved to say that it eannot. The
country Is unfortunately free from all contagion.”

“ Canst thon suggest anything

“ Your majesty, I would suggest that the Chief Iden Pro-
mulgator be suggested as the proper suggestor of suggestions.”

“ Lt the Chief Liea Promulgator he summoned !™ said the
monarch.  An instant afterwards the officinl stood bowing be.
fore the king.

“ Worthy Prom lmstor,” said the king, * our mission with
thee ix an iden—an iden os to what shall be done to alleviate
the sufferings of our people !

Again the Chief Iden Promulgator bowed Jow, und eraved
permi slon of his royal master to subside into Absorbed and
Profound Meditation. Permission heing granted him, he folded
limself in his own embrace and gave way to Uninterrupted
Thinking, the king meanwhile awaiting the developments of
this sage profundity,

Sizhing wearily, he finally unwrapt and declured himself
void of a single iden bearing upon the case at issne.

= But, your majesty,” said he in conel sion, * T wounld sug-
ge-t that you let not this ealamity vex your Mightiness; hnt
rother allow the course of events to pursue its way, trosting
that in time srising circumstanees will effect a solution of the
perplexity.”

“ Yes 7 returned the king, glad of counsel that hade him
dismiss the gruesome subject.

“Yes, Sire,” said the Promulgator. “ And furthermore,
1 would request your most Gracious Graciousness to aholish the

-
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obseuring verbage and phraseology by which all matters per-
taining to the law are burdened.”

A look of horror overspread the eountenance of most of
the assembled Iden Promulgators as the Chief Promulgator
roncluded ; for these were lawyers, while the Chief Promulga-
tor was not. But in spite of the anxions looks of hix msso-
ciates, and even threstening glanees, he went on with his sub-
jeet, seeing that the king lent his gracious and apparently sat-
jrfied attention.

“ Your majesty,” said the Promulgator, * has just had oo
casion to witness to what great depth of entanglement obsenr-
ing legal terms may lend—to observe how many varied ways
may a meaning be construed. Therefore, would it not be eon-
cinnate, in view of the grentness and love of wisdom of our ex-
alted monarch, thet he cause a law to be passed by which all
this phmseology and obseurity are bmnished from all doeu-
ments and matters that shall from now on be associnted with
law.”

* Right, most worthy Promulgator,” eried the king with
enthusiasm, * thou speaketh words of sageness. Attention, loysl
courtiets! We do hereby command that such a law he passed
this very day. Away, noble Promulgstors und get ye to your
tusk.  Away!" yi-aeb El

Thus was the eourt dismissed, the courtiers glad to depart
with their heads still intact, the Promulgaiors to convene in
parlinment, and to puss the law ordered by their sovercign.
Many of the Promulgators, of eourse, grumbled over what they
considered a saereligious task—these were the lawyers—while
others delighted in the duty. And among those was the Chief
Promulgator, whose head was Jong : and whp had not suggested
the ides to the king to gintify a mere cnpriee, but to solve a
problem which long bad puzzled his busy brain.

. . . . ®

IT chaneed about six months after this event that the
king, sitting in state on his largest and Sunday throne, be-
thought him of the famine by which the country wuas being
consumed sometime previous. Summoning the Prime Minister,
he made inquiries concerning the condition of his kingdom.

* My Liege,” answered the Prime Minister, “ the famine
no longer rages.”

* No longer rages,” returned the king in surprise. “ To
what extraordinary event do we owe this 77

“ Bire, I do not know.”

* Command the immediate presence of the Chief Idea Pro-
miulgator!” ecommanded the monarch: and within a moment
that worthy man saluted humbly before him.

“ Noble Promulgator,” said the king, “ how dost thou ac-
count for the disappearance of the famine from our fair do-
main ?*

“ Your majesty,” he replied, * that is a question readily
answered. It was effected by your own wise act.”

“ By our own wise act, fool!! Wouldst ridicule thy king?
What meaneth thou 77

“ Ah, your majesty, was it not by your graciousness that
a law was passed abolishing the phraseology by which legal
matters were formerly obseured 27 =

* Aye, proceed.”

“ And, therefore, didst not one-third of your loyal people
subsequently die of starvation 7"

* One-third of our people die of starvation ™

“ Aye, your majesty, that they did.”

“ Explain -thyself more fully, noble Promulgator,”

“ My liege, the third was composed of LAWYERS! !™

HERBERT PYM.

LITTLE TALES.
San Francisco Argonaut.

. There is & story told of & French savant, who was shown
a priceless jewel hy a great duke. * Thank you, my lord duke,”
sidd the man of silenee, * for allowing me to share with you the
possession of so great a treasure”  * In what way ?” said the
duke. * Why, your grace can do no more than look at it, and
you have allowed me te do the same.”

A London magistrate one day had a little boy as a witness
in n case before him, and he thought fit, according to the usual
practice, to test the boy's orthedoxy by first asking in a pater-
nal way, whether he knew where bad peopls went to after they
wers dend.  His lordship was very mueh disconcerted by the
ready answer: “ No, I don't; no more don’t you ; nobody don't
know that.”

Lord Wellsley's aide-de-camp, Keppel, wrote a book of
tenvels, and ealled it his personal narrative. Lord Wellesley
wos quizzing it, and said to Lord Plunket: * Personal narrn-
tive—what 8 a personnl narrmtive, Lord Plunket? What
should you say & personal narmtive meant?” Plunket an-
swered © ¢ My lord, you know we lawyers always understand
personal as contradistinguished from real.”

Attorney Bedford was prosecuting a criminnl in the New
York eourt of general sessions a few days ago. He closed with
the peromtion: “ My onth of offiee to perform the duties of my
position without fear or favor, and to see that justice is done
to the people as well as to the defendants, is registered in
hamven” “ Mr. Bedford,” exclhimed the recorder, * if your
onth of offiee is not registered in the conunty clerk’s office, your
right to represent the people here may be questioned.”

At the Okd Bailey, it was customary to sentence the whole
of the prisoners found guilty ot the sessions at one time, It
fell to Baron Geaham’s Jot to perform this duty, and he secord-
ingly went over the list with due solemnity, but omitted ane
person brought up for sentence—Mr. John Jones. The judge
wus on the point of finishing the sentences, when the officer re-
minded his Jordship of this omission. Whereupon, the judge
said, gravely: “ Oh! I am sure I beg John Jones' pardon,” and
then senteneed him to transportation for life.

When the Emperor of Brazil was entertained ot the White
Honse, he had been told by a confused Senator that it would
be expected that he, the Emperor, should be the last of the
gnests to depart, The President’s wife, however, informed her
other guests that they would be expected to follow, not pre-
cede, the royal party in leaving the house. The result wasd
that no one dared to go for fear of a breach of etiquette. But
at three v'clock in the morning, » tired woman pretended ill-
ness, and the dead-lock was broken. Great is etiguetts, but
common sense s, sometimes, allowable.

George the Fourth asked Dr. Gregory what was the longest
sitting after dinner that he had ever heard of on credible aun-
thority. The doctor answered : “ The longest I know of was
at the house of a lenrned Seottish judge, Lord Newton. A gen-
tleman enlled at his house in York Place, Edinburgh, at a late
hour, and was informed that his lordship was at dinner. Next
day the same gentleman ealled at an early hour, and, being
azain informed that the judge was at dinner, expressed surprise

that the dinner of that day should be so much enrlier than the

dinner of the doy before. ‘It is the very same dinner,' replied
the servant; ‘his Jordship has not yet risen from the table'"”

-
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BONBONS AND BANGLES

Marjorie always smiies on me
But less in love than more in glee
In that | can’t mistake her

I kiss those cherry lips of hers
She likes it
The bonbons that | take her

but she much prefers

Marjorie's eyes are very bright
I'hey glisten like the stars at night
Or gold and silver spangles
She wins from men their hearts away
And values them as much, they say
As trophies on her bangles
y

A FAIR INFERENCI}

" remarked Mrs. Small at the breaklast table, “that

] T is said
the Zunis prefer tough meat, that they may enjoy the

pleasure of mastication longer
Do you not sometimes labor under

are keeping a Zuni boarding house’

the impression that you

asked Mr. Watty in

eply
R I MISS PASSAY I don't like those rooms you gave
me —they are too uld
NSPIRED HOTEI LERK i Fake the lady back 1

suite sixteer

HE WAS ON HIS OATH.

Nt IW."” said the lawyer to the witness, impressively, * please

remember that you have been sworn to tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. You understand
the nature of an oath, of course ?

* | think so, sir.”

“ That is nght. Now bear in mind the penalty attached to
the crime of perjury and answer the questions | shall ask. Have
you ever noticed any signs of insanity in the defendant ?

“Nes, sir.”

* Now be careful to rember what | told you a few moments
ago about your being under oath, Now please tell the court
what signs of insanity you have detected in the defendant.”

*“ They extended through a period of several years.”

*“ Never mind their extent, but be good enough to name them,
or some of them.”

“Yes, sir. Well, he was always a singularly truthful boy, and—"

* So that is the sign of insanity you speak of, is it ? Because
the defendant was always a singularly truthful boy, you come
before this court and on your solemn oath declare that he has
The intelligent jurymen in the box
will know how to treat such testimony as that.’

You did not allow me to finish, sir.”

exhibited signs of insanity.

Ah, then you may proceed. Perhaps another indication of
insanity is that he never stole his neighbors’ chickens.”

“1 was about to say, sir, that although he was a singularly

truthlul boy, he always declared he would be a lawyer when he

TTeW up

AN UNCONSIDERED TRIFLE.,

Lrus " wlly

What do you really thinik rome,

hink of veu

Ethel?

Challse
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
FREAK

WISHED TO BE SURE

' You are a f"u.;rw.l.l,!. are yeu 7"

‘I oam,"

Been inm the busimess a mumber of years?’
"I kave"
‘ Regiztered 7"

P ).‘,". r R
* That is your diploma hanging over there !
o [ 3 T R

" Well, you may give me a pound of borax

7

A SOCIOLOGIST

IMME one of them butts, Pete, an” I'll tell you a great ghost story | heard de
gospel faker who works de crowd on de City Hall steps git off ;" said a ragged
tramp to his partner.

“ What was you doin’ in the park, anyhow ? Must us influential citizens be forced
to come in contact with loafers like you when we desires to frequent the breathin’ spots
of the people. 1Tl write a letter to the papers about that, and head it, ' Where are the
Perlice."”

“ Kum off!| De sparrer was workin' de side door of a Bowery ginmill, and 1 went
up to de crowd to see if there was any change in the market price of converts.”

“‘What was the quotations ?

“"Bout ther same ; a new suit of clothes an’ a steady job bid; so 1 didn't care to do
nothin’ at de figgers. But [ tell yer, Pete, de old cove give it to 'em straight ; he said de
day was a comin” when no man could work.”

“Yes, that what us collegians calls the Millenium. Some of us progressive spirits is
lookin’ forward to it but you won't see it this year. Don't you forget it, Jamsey; you and
me is great men, only we're a living in advance of our era, see?”

“But if der all on de trampin’ lay, an” nobody don’t work, who's a goin’ to hand out
the back-door feeds ? ”

“ That's all right ; we've got that figured out. We ain't going to get caught in no
snap. It's been worked up accordin’ to the principles of what we call Social Science.”

“ When yer goin’ to spring it? ”

“ Whenever the people gets educated up to it. The masses is slow to catch on to a
new thing.”

“ Dey ain't like us, eh? We catches on to anything.”

“*You bet! Anything that's layin’ ‘round loose. Say, pass me that tomato can
before you drink the bottom out of it! Give yerself a chance to breathe once in a while, .
will yer? ™ Harry Romaine
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cumnau urz'n nu'ﬁ 'LES. 2
hip, a

ll lml ﬂlualn lnnunn evrr built.  Also

mtud. Wash nﬂm Diamond, Juno, Gales

and msch i nes. L.-r‘- rding school.

u-mn urhlu guarantes perfeet riding,

#1 00,  Machines of all llnnh lur hire. Reo-
pairing in all i branches.

GRO. 8. ATWATER & 0O,
142426 Ponna. ave,

1891

Base Ball, Lawn Tm'm, Croquel,
Archery, Uniforms and (reneral
> Athletic and Sporting tioods.
Agent for Bowdish's Canoes.
Pleasure Boats and Steam Launches,

Washington Depot of

A. G. Spaulding & Bros.' High Class
of Sporting Goods.

M. A: TAPPAN;
1013 PA. AVE.,, N. W,

FLORIDA FRUIT COMPANY,

15156 FOURTEENTH STREET N.W.,
Wholesale and Retall Dealers [n
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN FRUIT,

Fine Home-Made Jellies a specialty,
Extracts, Domestic and [mported, Pre-

sorves, Confits, Confections, Figs,
Dates, Currants, Raisins. Nuts, Cocoa
and Chocolate, Crackers, Cheese.
Pickles. Condiments, Canned Goods,
Foreign and Domestic Cigars and

hm er Ale.
o hest quality of all kinds of tahl

Iwmrnes at Popular Prices.
Tealephone Call 991.

FAVA, NAEFF & CO.,
ARCHITECTS and CONSULTING ENGINEERS.
SURVEYORS.

Washington, D. C.
Corcoran Ballding.

J. M. PORD. T. GRAIAM.
FORD & GRAHAM,
PALACE LUNCH ROOMS,
FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

Gof 156th Si., 0633 Tth St and
1215 Peunsylvania Avenve NW.

Washington, D. C.
Open from 56 & m._until Midnight.

WASHINGTON GAS LIGHT COMPANY,

GAS STOVES.

411 and 413 Tenth Street,
Washington, D. C.

NW.

SCISSORED SMILES.

Bernhardt’s treasurer is a committee
on Sarn-monies.

The man who fees a waiter doesn't
wait to get his “ feen.”

A man caught stealing a watch ix
subsequently compelled to ** do time.”

It seems appropriate enough for a
whiskey firm to go into liguid-ation.

Because a man is & dwarf is no ex-
cuse for his being short in his ac-
counts,

It is as easy for some men to be
witty as it is difficult for some to he
otherwise than dull.

There was once s man named
Browne who made “ A. Ward” speech
that was unexcelled.

The farmers of Ohio are moving for
free pikes. Other fish shall continue
to pay duty, we suppase.

Money on call may be easy, but the
collector who has to call for it 40 or
50 times don't find it so.

Marriage may he a civil contract,
but many behave in a very uncivil
manner after entering into it.

The close of Congress is always a
god-send to the small with of the
press. How funny they get over it.

Woman may never he elected to
Congress, but she will ever maintain
the position of speaker of the house.

rickpocket—Do you think you eould
raise %107 Counterfeiter—Yes, if I
had the right kind of tools.

A fashion note says: “ There is con-
siderable change in vests.” Mayhe,
but most of us don’t find it, all the
same.

A Missonri policeman is named Go-
lightly. Goeslowly would be an appro-
priate npame for many in New York.

A young sculptor who molded a fig-
ure of the hero of the battle of Lake
FErie said it was only an ex-Perry-
ment.

Judging from the way some Cana-
dian politicians ** blawggard” each
other. one might think they were
already annexed.

Barber—Iave I ever shaved you he-
fore? Vietim—Gracions ! [ guess
wot: do you think I would come to
vou a second time?

We do not speak as we pass by,

Which may seem strange to some,
But will not after they learn why,

For both of us are dumb.

n:w NATIONAL THEATRE.

WodnedayBattneon—Skarduy.

SECOND REASON.
SUCCESS UNABATED,
Mr. CGus Thnlnu'mlu Comedy - drama,
TEE. BURGE AR :
A Brilliant Ilending of
LAUGHTER AND TEARS

Presented by a Superior Company Ineluding
MR. A. 8. LIPMAN.

Next woek—Apgustin Daly's Com of
Comedians from Daly’s Theatr, Sn’”V":n-l.

KERNAN'S
NEW WASHINGTON THEATRE,

Week Commeneing Monday April 6fh.
Ladies” Matinee Teus., Thurs, amd Saf,

WHALLEN & MARTELL'S

11th St

MAMMOTH COMBINATION.
THE PAMOUS MARTELL FAMILY

Harry, Willlam, Lena. Hattle amd
La Petite Lottle,
Unleyellsts, miwl  Acrolats,

RS DE GRAY,
Demanstrators of Hy pnotism.

Ieyelists,

Aprfl 13—THE CITY CLURB
E 2 =y
s H.

MOORE. B. 8. DUNGAN

8. H. MOORE & CO.,

(Snecossors to John G, Slater.)

DEALERS IN
FURNITURE, CARPETS, 0IL CLOTHS, &€
HEFRIGERATORS & BABY-CARRIAGES

Nos. 310, 312 and 314 Pa. Ave. 8. F.,
$11,313 and 315 BSL S E., Cap. Hill

ADOLPHUS GUDE. WM. F. GUDE.
A. GUDE & BRO.,,
FLORISTS,

", 1112 F Street, Northwest,
420 Center Market
Telaphone HEH-2,

FINE ROSES and CUT FLOWERS A SPECIALTY.

GREEN HOUSES, K ANACOSTIA, D.C.

POPULAR TAILORS.

BRADSTREET

-

1417 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW.
Trowsers to Order from 85 up.
Suits to Order, from 820 up.

_ ESTABLISHED 1875,
8 K. fHANE E. J. L. SIIANKE

8. E. SHANE AND SON,
DEALERS IN
STAPLE AND FANCY

GROCERIES.

A18 Nimh Btreet Norithwiest,

The meat inspection bill has no
reference to the * meet” for the pur-
pose of hunting the wild anise seed
hag on Staten Island.
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A SHORT SKETCH OF
SLATER

JOHN (G,

Through the courtesy of Mr. John G,
Slater, the president of the Capital
Trust Company, we pulilish his portrait,
which. although in a measure a sirik-
ing likeness, doeg nol quite do him
justice.

Mr. Slater, as all who have come in
contact with him, both in business and
sovial circles, may readily testily, is
one of the most genial of our influ-
ential and wealthy men, hesides one
of the most prominent. No one can

truthfully say he has ever received

them otherwise than with perfect
courtesy, no matter what position they
occupied on the social ladder or what
He is

always a gentleman. and always kindly

their mission may have been.

and generously disposed toward all
mankind. Mr. Slater's record as a
business man is one of the most ex-

cellent, and he has acquired the more

which he pos

than princely furtune

sesses noé by reckless, if fortunate,
speculations, but by keen husiness
foresight and great wisdom.

In manner. he is not at all hard to

approach, as are many less wealthy

and prominent capitalists, and he is

!hu:-u:hI,- modest and unassuming
giving the samo undivided a’tention
to all. Yet

Mr. Slater can say ** no' or

in spite of his geniality

yes' just
as firmly as the severest person in the
world does it kindly.
When he

aflirmative in

althengh haoe

either negalive oy

gives
response Lo anvthing
vou know that he has fully made up
hix mind as to the sound wisdom of
and that nothing can alter

His

POSSeSIes the happy

the answer

his decision. mind, ever active

faculty of sum-
ming up rapidly the points in consid-
eration, and he frequently gives yon
a reply that from the soundness and
substantiality of argument would seem
fo be the result of many days’ careful

cogitation, although yda may he per-

fectly aware he has never given the
subject a thought before.

Besides being president of the Capi-
tal Trust Company, Mr. Slater has
heen the organizer of many other en-
terprises, all of which are in a most
flourishing condition. In many well-
known institutions and corporations
he is a director, and, while they seem
to grow in nomlor day by day, Mr.

Slater, with seeming case, takes care

of more than twice the amount of
business the ordinary business man
woull deem sufficient. In fact, it is

as can be that an
Mr.

as near a certaint

enterprise will succeed when
Slater engages in it.

Amang the institutions of
whick ke

pacities of various kinds, are the Na-

miny

s actively engaced in ca-

tional Capital Bank, of which he was
the organizer and is now a director,
The People’s Fire [nsurance Company,
of which he is president, the firm of
Slater & Rothert, real estate brokers,

and many others of equal prominence,
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HER DEFICIENCIES

s CANNOT sing the old, old songs,”
l Alas ! her words are true ones ;
And we'll bear witness to the fact

She cannot sing the new ones.

CHOLLY WAS FOOLED

“ HY, Cholly, you've got no vest on, doncher
know."”

Yes, Chappie ; that's good fawm now

Oh, you'ah joking.”

Not a bit of it, old man Fwiend of mine, just
ovah fwom Lunnon, told me confidentially that the
Pwince of Wales don't weah a vest.”

“Then | must huwwy home and take mine off.’

* What are you fellows going w'thout vests for this
kind of weather asked Cumso of the two, half an
hour later

T'he deah Pwince doesn't wear one,” they replied

“ 1 thir

1k you are right,” rephed Cumso; “he wears

LOVE AND TRUST A Waist-coat
Then Cholly and Chappie went home and pt

{ you fo love and trust me

their " waist-coats

ors mlxed up

A HOPELESS CASI

ER dress is such a pretty plaid !
Her cape is such a priceless seal
She is so exquisitely clad

From jaunty hat to high Freanch heel |

Still, these are but the plumes put on
Her native graces please me most
Though, were she dowdy gowns to don

Her charm for me | fear were lost

Yetr, with what grief-reflecting eye
I view her plaid, her cape, her hat!
[ love her, that's the reason why

Love, and am not a I lutocrat

What spark of hope is there for me
Whose love is more than others’ loves?
Alas ! my paltry salary
Would hardly keep the girl in gloves

Should she consent to be my wife—
o share my lot for woe or weal,
Too well | know her married life
Would lack fine hats and plaids and seal !

W, E X
GLAD TO GO
INISTER (to young widow) Death came very suddenly to
4 )
your husband. | trust he was prepared to die?

YOounG Wibpow Yes, | am sure he was. [ had just told him
that mamma was coming to-morrow to stay a month, and he said
“Good-bye,” calmly, and turned his face to the wall and died.

AT Rrgnnany

“ HAT awful rot Funsmith's jokes are.” A DOUBTFUL COMPLIMENT,
“Well, | cannot say that I am able to detect any merit in ScENE: The Rialto.
them, but I notice that you laugh heartily at every one.” FirsT ACTOR How did you like my Romeo ? Pretty pood, eh ?
“Laugh? [I've gof to laugh! Owe him ten dollars.” SECOND ACTOK ¢ Good / My deah boy—good is not the word |

MUST LAUGH
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